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The Critical Inquiry of the Philosophical Foundations of
the Ethical Views of John Dewey

Azam Ghasemi',
Hamidreza Ayatollahy”

Abstract:

This paper is going to examine critically the philosophical foundations of John Dewey’s
ethical views. Dewey argues that ethical inquiry is of a kind of empirical inquiries.
Value judgments are some instruments for enabling the satisfactory redirection of
conduct when habit no longer suffices to direct it. As tools, they can be evaluated
instrumentally, in terms of their success in guiding conduct. We test our value judgments
by putting them into practice and seeing whether the results are satisfactory — whether
they solve the problems they were designed to solve. This pragmatic approach requires
that we locate the conditions of warrant for our value judgments in human conduct itself,
not in any a priori fixed reference point outside of conduct, such as in God's commands,
Platonic Forms or pure reason. The main problem of moral philosophy of John Dewey is
relativism.
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